
THE DEVELOPER

Laura Bray
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
MENOMONEEVALLEY

PARTNERS

WHERE OTHERS SEE Wisconsin's

I.arqest brownfield site, Laura Bray
sees a forest tn the city.. A la-block
stretch of undevelopable 1and in

Menomonee V~lIey is ~ing trans'
formed into a pedestrian-friendly

tIfeenspace with river ~ccess. with
a .large portion of the Hank Aaron

State Trail wtndinQ throU9h It. The
Sierra Club has even reco(}naed
the area. naminQ it one Of the top

1.0 developments nationwide.
ThroU9h various projects,

Menomonee Valley Partners has

brouQht in 4,200 jobs and 880.000
square feet of sustainable develop'
ment to the area, and Bray's (Jroup

has also fostered the Menomonee
River Valley as an outdoor science
lab. To this end, they've he1ped
brinq in a branch of the Urban Ecol'

ogy center and hope to work with

schools within a two-mile radiuS,
"fl'oqs, fish and heron are

r"Ourn,' nl1. It"',s2 ho21°hi"r PI"""" .:~.. .. "y .. "..I~ "" ""'"

Bray says. "In 100 years, 20 years
even, kids are 90inQ to sit there and

ask, 'This used to be a railyard?'"
~rjstine Kierzek

THE MOUTHPIECE.

Sam Van Hallgren
PROGRAM DIRECTOR/PRODUCTION MANAGER. RADIO M.1LWAUKEE

\'Oices. "When 1. started," he says, *my
""i,. .. -~... ." J'jnd 't. 1 n 1.. .
J"'" was I~y wI.. Ule.-. t-"t- m
the city, those who are hopeful, and to
krift.. .1,.-- ' m A'."
"""'oec .._\'OIces to..e.u.

And it's working; After a two-month

oMir promotion, a ~ ~'s shet.
ter had so many volunteers tl'Iat the}' had

to turn ~e away. .Wlth ~mgwe

do,. Van 1.~ says, .we're asking,
'How (an we make Milwaukee a better
pIa~ to li\f;Cr. -Manya Kaczkowskj

LAUNCHED fN 2007, Radio Mll~'aU'

- (WYMS. 88Nine).bu aU me .funk.
rock. hip.oop and indie music. a Milwau-

keean c.ouJd want. BUt what makes this
not."tor-prof.il pr()ject spec.ial L" its com.

muni~ tocus: ~ ~jn1$. Y<JIun-

let! opportunities and 1O(.a( happerl.i~

get. muc.h-needcd exposu~
Sam Van Hangren-'who ~ his

broadc:;ascing career al Chicago Public.
R;a(lk> '8 "This American Lite.. -is insuuc

mental in finding mt:>Se communilY
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THE PIONEER

Ju'

JT'S HARD TO define JuJiJIy Koh1er'srole in spurrino
proqress in the city she loves-but one could say shce; is

nothino short of a dynamo, transtatino that Jove into
one actionpJan after another, sparking busince;sses and

reouJar folks aHke to beautify, improve andceJebratce;
the city, The community networks KohJer has heiped
build from Milwaukee's raw materials-people, ideas,
talent and sheer will-have blossomed.

Brady Street was the first target: Jt morphed, under
1I_""_.'s tut..,~,.. from D run-"""' n """""""" 0 -"

Au»tCI c vfG , .. ~.. oov...,wv", "'"

into a destination for shoppers, diners, and music and

art Jovers. Kohler started buyino up propertie$ and
rehabbinq them, developinq a business improvement

district. "You could start seeinC) the effects pretty

quickly," she says. "Most of all, we had a oood group
of neiqhbors."

The work continued: Kohler was instrumental in
the creation of RiverPuJse, a put)lic science proje(t

that doubles as a strikinq work of art, instaUed on
the bridqe linking Brady Street to the BeerUne 8

neiqhbornood. Other projects have Inc.l.uded Kane
Commons, an ener9y-efficient residential compfex.

and the Milwaukee Urban A(Jrkulture Network,
Kohler feels good about proqress in M.Jtwaukee.

"Therce;'s a cohesive oroup of leaders tfYino to do
good th.Jnqs for the community," she says. "(For a
fonqtime) there was this gap between them and what
the people reall,! want, but J think that irs start.Jn.9 to

dose now," -Manya Kaczkowski

THE GATEKEEPER

Eric Reinelt
PORT DIRECTOR, PORT Of MILWAUKEE
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THE PORT OF MILWAUKEE iI the city's gateway 10 Ibe

gtO\Ving global ecooomy. wh.id) undoubtedly is critical to

Mjlwaukee's«onomk health. But many a~ n()( awa~ of. the
di""YinD qu"...'itv ",l i.""~...,, ~_A '! Xnf'-"" "- at at' "-"""'9'- i."

~ o """.. vl ""r"-- ,"au ~ r-"" UI- 0" u"""'oy .'"

intfi(.atc intcrmodaf. syslem that indudes ships.. ba~, 1N<:b

andmikar&
The f'Ccson in the center of alf. this activity is Eric Reinelt

He is helping to !:Urn the p<::In into a more pcotitabJe business
for the cit}' by fCSIX}nding to eme~ing trend,; su(.11 as the
altematiw ~~ ener&Y niche. He 1.acilitated the import

of 13::?4oot wind turbines and neg()tiated a lea..'SC wi1h an l~t

COat company that will build the fimtbiodiesel plant k)(;ated
at ..1 port in the U$..The plant will use the port's existing inirn..

$tructu~, induding umlsed oil tanks and a pipeline.
The son 01. ;{ port director, R.a.ineh is imp~ by mari.

time culture. "Ships are af.ways exciting, They give )'OIJ the best
oonnecuoo with dit1.erent cllltllres,~ he sa)'$. M¥Oll go on board
and they're speaking differenl languages.. and )'OIJ get 10 eal

unusual ~ you never see or hear aOOut ¥oucan be right in
}"ur hometoWn. at the walerfront. and you feel like you could~- .' '""V ~ ..m .'-- t.. .. r\..,.kI.;..- .- "".. r~" UIC wur-.., -.-1. ~.
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THE CATALYSTA d R ' , .. .I

ncyuggerl
OWNER, CLARKE HOTEL
AND BLACK TRUMPET RESTAURANT

ANDY RUGGERI CONSWERS himself Waukc*

SM'S b.stchec;rleader,

~ the past decade, the chef and hoIeJier

booed his ski. ae\'eloping tbe Milwaukee area's

fit${ b<>\Jtklue hotels (Hotel Metro.. Ddafield Ho-
tel).. but always kept an e)'e out for opportunities in

Waukesha, hi.i homet()Wn.

WilJ1 the~ing at fJ1e $5 miBi()n Clarke H()teJ

ana Slack Trumpet Restaurant. .He's taken theW()rllt

00iJding in ()Uf t;k1IJIn~ and ~ it into

one of me m{)8t beautiful an)'\\'bcre,. Mayor J.;irry
Neffi()n ~ .He"s playing sud1 a (;nJc;iaJq here. .

Steps frorn tbc ri\'erwalk.. me ailapidated five.

bulking properJ;y was gutted .ana rebuilt; from me

~cnt up, Intimate ana luxurious, there are 20

room., ana suites featuring kingce beds.

~A"tt n;II.I.~... ~-4 J .~.I'~- J .ft_ft~ rw.

r~",. ,._, ... IWW."N ~.I ..~ ..~.~ r~"

sonally selected by Rugerl. woo hotel manager

Rebecca Onega laughingly ca1III ~a bed snOb," His

fa,'orirc space is the \\1fne View Room, a unklue

meeting area withslimpses at the cetW.

Tl1is snobbery seem5 to be paying off: Art pIleries
__A ~ ..- -_ftlftD ~ A -n Wi"u""""" aAJN IU"-;r ...~ ~ "O fi'VV4OU . -' _I ,

ana several new restaurants M\'e openea in response

ro fJ1e h()tel's arrival "Our goat was ro come here
ana be " """" Ivs' " ~e f"V" \.A'"""I"'" """"'

ro N"""""'

. .. -"'J~" 'J~ -,,'" ~"J "".-.n, -.., Y""'J~

-Kristine Kimek
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DEANAMHAUS KNOWS that once
people visit Milwaukee, they're sold on
its value. His role as president of Spirit
of Milwaukee, a prtvate non-proftt cor-

poration, is to convince them to come.

is on the verqe
of becominq ,,-~

recoqnized as one
of the hotbeds of new music-there's

a lot of talent here. We were one of
the fjrst to qet behind the new Radio

Milwaukee... We knew that throuqh a
radio station promotinCj Milwaukee,
we could spread our messaqe. And so
now we have WYMS and WMSE and

others. and all the music qoinq on at
the Pabst, the Riverside and Turn-
ers-it's creatinq this maqnet for younq

f)eopie..' -Manya Kaczkow$ki .
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What Qets you excited about

Mjjwaukee's future? "There are more
than 120 businesses in the reqion

reiated to water and more than tOO
scientists and researchers work..ino

with water here.
We've also ootten involved with

music. I really think that MIlwaukee

THE SALESMAN

Dean Amhaus
PRESIDENT,
SPIRIT OF MilWAUKEE
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